
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: May 31, 2023 
 
RE: 629 Dey Street (permit application # T2023-0181) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Gumbo Limbo, 
(1) Mahogany, and (1) Orange Geiger tree. A site inspection was done 
and documented the following: 
 

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree #8-Mahogany 

Tree #1- Gumbo Limbo  

Photo showing location of trees, #1 and #8, to 

be removed. 



Tree Species: Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simaruba) 
 

 

 

Photo of whole tree, view 1. 



 
 

 

Photo of 

tree 

canopy, 

view 1. 

Photo of 

base of tree, 

view 1. 



 

Photo of tree trunk. 



 
 

 

Two photos of 

base of tree, 

views 2 & 3. 



 

Photo of trunk and canopy branches. 



                                     

 
Diameter: 11.4”  
Location: 60% (growing in back yard, canopy impacts from neighboring, 
larger Gumbo limbo trees)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 70% (overall condition is fair to good.)   
Total Average Value = 76% 
Value x Diameter = 8.6 replacement caliper inches 
 

   

Photo of whole tree, 

view 2. 



Tree Species: Mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni) 
 

 

Photo showing whole tree, view 1. 



 
 

 

Photo of 

tree 

canopy, 

view 1. 

Photo of 

tree trunk, 

view 1. 



 
 

 

Photo of 

base of tree, 

view 1. 

Photo of 

base of tree, 

view 2. 



 
 

 

Photo of 

tree 

canopy, 

view 2. 

Photo of 

tree trunk, 

view 2. 



 

Photo of tree trunk and canopy branches. 



 
 

 

Photo of 

tree 

canopy, 

view 3. 

Photo of 

base of tree, 

view 3. 



Diameter: 12.4”  
Location: 80% (growing in back yard)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 70% (overall condition is fair to good.)   
Total Average Value = 83% 
Value x Diameter = 10.2 replacement caliper inches 
 
 

  Tree Species: Orange Geiger (Cordia sebestena) 
 

                                     

 
 
 

Photo showing location of tree, two trunks. 



 

Photo of tree trunk and canopy branches, view 1. 



 
 

 

Photo of 

base of 

tree. 

Photo of 

tree 

canopy, 

view 1. 



 

Photo of tree trunk and canopy branches, view 2. 



 
 

Photo of tree canopy, view 2. 



Diameter: 6”  (two trunks)  
Location: 60% (visible tree from street, growing at base of fence)    
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (overall condition is fair-elongated trunk structure with 
sprawling canopy.)   
Total Average Value = 70% 
Value x Diameter = 4.2 replacement caliper inches 
 
Total requirement replacements if all removals approved: 23 caliper 
inches of approved trees to be planted onsite. 
 
 
 



 

 

Application 
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TREE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION NOTES

1. Protect designated existing trees scheduled to remain against:
-Unnecessary cutting, breaking, or skinning of roots
-Skinning and bruising of bark
-Smothering of trees by stockpiling construction or excavation materials within protection barrier

2. Protection barriers (tree barricades) shall be plainly visible and shall create a continuous boundary around trees or vegetation clusters in order to
prevent encroachment within the barricade.

3. For all trees to be preserved, see Tree Protection and Barricade Elevation detail.

4. No grade changes shall be made within the protective barrier zones without prior approval.

5. The method of protection is to make certain that 50% of the area under the canopy dripline remains undisturbed (no grade change or root cut)
and there shall be no disturbance to the root plate.

6. General contractor shall be responsible for the replacement and mitigation costs of trees damaged beyond repair that have been identified as
protected and preserved.  If trees are harmed through lack of protection or through negligence on the part of the contractor, the contractor shall
bear the burden of the cost of repair or replacement.

7. Root pruning shall be done by or under supervision of an ISA certified arborist, and meet or exceed ANSI A300 or approved tree care industry
standards. A certified arborist must be onsite during the entirety of root pruning.

8. No root pruning shall be done within a distance of 3x the diameter the tree unless authorized by the arborist.

9. No more than 30% of the trees roots may be pruned.

10. A pruning trench shall be cleared in a way that exposes the roots while leaving them intact. Use hand tools or an air knife. Limits of trench to
be determined by the arborist.

11. All roots outside of the protective barricade to be removed during the development shall be severed clean using a sharp tool to provide a
clean cut. Roots shall be left with clean smooth ends and no ragged edges and a two-inch layer of mulch shall be applied over the surface of
exposed roots during development within one hour of damage or exposure.

12. After pruning, tree roots shall be covered and kept moist. Fill pruning trench with topsoil and water daily for a period determined by the
arborist.
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EXISTING SITE PLAN/TREE SURVEY
1 Scale: 1"=10'-0"

TRANSPLANTING CRITERIA

1. All trees and palms to be transplanted are listed on tree inventory and shown in the Existing Site Plan/Tree Survey.

2. If transplanted materials are not immediately install in their final location, they will be held on site.  The contractor will set up a holding area and
ensure trees and palms are stored in an upright manner and braced appropriately.  All root ball will be cover with an organic layer of mulch and
soil.  Root balls will be kept moist and checked regular for moisture content.  A temporary overhead misting system will be installed to keep
canopy and plant bud moist to reduce plants from shocking.

3. Pruning of trees and palm to be transplanted will be in accordance with the Florida Grades and Standards Manual's most recent addition.

4. Trees and palms will be root pruned a minimum of 6 weeks prior to moving or as industry standard and Florida Grades and Standards dictates.

TREE BARRICADE DETAIL
2 Scale: NTS
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