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Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 13 

 
To:  Acting Chairman Greg Oropeza and Historic Architectural 

Review Commission Members 
   
From:    Enid Torregrosa Silva, MSHP 
    Historic Preservation Planner  

 
Meeting Date:  January 23, 2023 
 
Applicant: Bender & Associates Architects 
 
Application Number: H2023-0054 
 
Address:   621 Catholic Lane 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 
Renovation to existing house and new additions at rear. New accessory structure, pool, and 
site improvements. 
 

Site Facts: 
The site under review contains a principal structure with a shed attached to its northeast 
wall. The principal structure on the site is listed as a contributing resource to the historic 
district. The one and a half-story house was built circa 1889. Many additions have been 
done to the side gabled house including a full wide shed addition at the rear gable. Rear 
additions, wider than the original house were done as well as a rear covered porch. Exterior 
stairs were added on the north elevation for access to the attic space and roof deck. The 
historic configuration of the house at its rear, with a porch facing south, has been lost. This 
building was the house of Author Evan H. Rhodes, a noted Key West based author born in 
New York. One of his novels, The Prince of central Park, was adapted into a Broadway 
musical and a feature length film. 
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Building under review circa 1965. 

 

 
 

Front elevation. 
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1962 Sanborn Map and Current Survey 

                   
 

Guidelines Cited on Review 

 
• Guidelines for windows (pages 29a-l), specifically guideline 6. 
• Guidelines for Additions (pages 37a-37k), specifically guidelines 1, 5, 6, 11, 12, 

13, 14, 19, 22, 24, 26, and 30. 
• New construction (pages 38a-38q), specifically guidelines 1, 2, 5, 11, 12, 14, 18, 

22, 23, 24, and 25. 
• Decks, patios, hot tubs, spas, pools, and related equipment (page 39a), specifically 

guideline 1 for new proposed deck. 
• Outbuildings (pages 40-41), specifically guidelines 1, 3, and 9. 

 
 
Staff Analysis 
 
A Certificate of Appropriateness is under review for renovations to an existing historic 
house and a new one-story addition that will replace the existing altered rear portion of the 
house. Renovations to the house include restoration of wood windows, wood lap siding 
replacement where needed to match existing.  
 



4 | P a g e -  6 2 1  C a t h o l i c  L a n e  –  i t e m 1 3  
 
 
 

 
Existing and Proposed Site Plans. 

 
A new rear addition is proposed to replace existing additions and alterations done over 
different periods of time. None of these alterations are historic. The new addition will be 
an “L” shape in footprint and will be covered with a side gable roof intersected with a gable 
end roof on its rear. All windows and doors will be new aluminum impact units. The new 
addition exterior walls will have horizontal hardi board siding and the roof will be finished 
with 5 v-crimp panels. 
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Existing and Proposed Lane View. 

 
In addition, a new one-story detached accessory structure is proposed in the southeast 
portion of the site. The structure will have a side gable roof finished with 5 v-crimp metal 
panels and will extend approximately 14’from grade to roof’s ridge. Exterior walls will be 
finished with hardi siding and windows and doors will be impact aluminum units. The plan 
includes a pool and deck behind the principal building.  
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Consistency with Guidelines Cited Guidelines 
 
It is the staff’s opinion that the proposed design conforms with cited guidelines. The 
proposed addition will be attached to the rear side of the house and will not alter character 
defining features of the contributing house. The current building has a rear addition that is 
wider than the historic house on its south side. The scale, mass and proportions of the new 
addition and accessory structure are in keeping with similar land use structures within the 
area and will not overshadow the principal or surrounding structures. The proposed deck 
and pool will be behind the principal building and will not be visible from the lane. The 
new design will bring a harmonious and sensible building forms to the rear portion of the 
historic house. 



 

 

A
P

P
L

IC
A

T
IO

N
 













 

 

S
A

N
B

O
R

N
 M

A
P

S
 



 

 

1892 Sanborn Map 



 

1912 Sanborn Map 



 

1926 Sanborn Map 



 

1948 Sanborn Map 



 

 

1962 Sanborn Map 
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612 Catholic Lane circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 



 
Evan H. Rhodes at his house at 621 Catholic Lane circa 1980. Monroe County Library. 
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OTHERWISE INDICATED

ALL UNITS ARE SHOWN IN
U.S. SURVEY FEET

ADDRESS:
621 CATHOLIC LANE
KEY WEST, FL 33040

COMMUNITY NO.:  120168
MAP NO.:  12087C-1516K
MAP DATE:  02-18-05
FLOOD ZONE:  X-SHADED
BASE ELEVATION:  N/A

NOTE:  FOUNDATIONS BENEATH THE SURFACE ARE NOT SHOWN. MEASURED DIMENSIONS EQUAL
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BO = BLOW OUT
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NTS = NOT TO SCALE
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SW = SIDE WALK
TBM = TEMPORARY BENCHMARK
TOB = TOP OF BANK
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TS = TRAFFIC SIGN
TYP = TYPICAL
U/R = UNREADABLE
U/E = UTILITY EASEMENT
WD = WOOD DECK
WF = WOOD FENCE
WL = WOOD LANDING
WM = WATER METER
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WV = WATER VALVE
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION -

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS SURVEY WAS MADE UNDER MY RESPONSIBLE CHARGE AND MEETS THE
STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AS SET FORTH BY THE FLORIDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL SURVEYORS AND
MAPPERS IN CHAPTER 5J-17, FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, PURSUANT TO SECTION 472.027,
FLORIDA STATUTES AND COMPLIES WITH CHAPTER 177, FLORIDA STATUTES.

ASSUMED

On the Island of Key West and known on the map or plan of the City of Key West as delineated by
Wm. A. Whitehead on February 1829, as part of Lot 1, Square 56, but better known as Lot 10,
according to a subdivision of Lots 1 and 4 Square 56, recorded in Book K, Page 22, March 8,
1880, Monroe County Records.
Said Lot 10 commencing 100 feet from the corner of an alley, 25 feet wide on Angela Street and
distant from Francis Street, 188 feet and 6 inches and running along said alley in a Northwesterly
direction 50 feet; thence in a Northeasterly direction 100 feet; thence in a Southeasterly direction
50 feet; thence in a Southwesterly direction 100 feet to place of beginning.
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., January 23, 2024, at City 
Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

RENOVATIONS TO EXISTING HOUSE AND NEW ADDITIONS 
AT REAR. NEW POOL AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS. 
DEMOLITION OF REAR ADDITION, BACK COVERED PORCH 
AND COVERED SHED. 

#621 CATHOLIC LANE 
 

Applicant – Bender & Associates Architects        Application #H2023-0054 
 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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6789 :9;<=>?@>7A BC9@<D�E=9F G>A>;D98�E=9F H9=>I9@9=JKL MLN�JKMO�KJPNQ RST T TUVW UVJJP�VXY�WPMW RZ[S\ RZ[S\ TJ]] JK�KP�]OUXO�]V _̂ T TJKU JK�KPNQ�UXO�VV \̀T T TaKU aN�KPNQ�UXO�VV RR̂ T TabU ]cXV�UXO�bVd è T TfgfEh � ijikk ljkmi n:9;<=>?@>7A o9F=�pq>r@ s7rr�o9F= B>t9 uqFA@>@v wA>@; x=F89bPXNd�KWcXJ R̂ S̀ R̂ [̀ T�y�T R R\̂R�aU \bPXNd�KWcXJ \TTT \TTR z�y�̂e R \̂R�aU \NQ�VXOd�UMONM R̂_S R̂_[ S�y�[T R \TT�aU \BFr9�:F@9 BFr9�H=><9 {A;@=qI9A@ {A;@=qI9A@�|qI}9= :998�p77C :998�HF~9 BFr9�uqFr>�<F@>7A �F<FA@�7=�{I?=7�98 x=FA@7= x=FA@99[�S�\T\z �RZe[TZTTT ������������� \SR_̂\̂ z\\S TS[̀ TR����������� X�������R�R\�\TRe �̂RTZTTT ������������� \RT_̀_T \̀zS \\R\ T\����������� X������� �Mc�MV��JQOR�R�R̂ _̂ �\eTZTTT ������������� Rz̀S T_̂T ������������ X�������R�R�R̂ S̀ �R[zZ[TT ������������� T̂T RRSe ������������ X�������\�R�R̂ee �SzZTTT N����������N��� _̂\ \[_ ������������ X�������|qI}9= :F@9�{;;q98 :F@967I?r9@98 EI7qA@ H9=I>@�fv?9 |7@9;\z�zzRe R\�_�\T\z � �̂ZSTT � ����������������������������������������P���������������Z������������� �����������\\�RS\[ _�\�\T\\ _�\z�\T\\ �RZ[TT P���������� b���������� ���¡\\�Te_̀ [�̂�\T\\ _�\z�\T\\ �[ZTTT P���������� P����������������N�������������������¢zT[£�zTS�T̀SR¡�N���������������� ��Z���������������Z�����Z���¡�Y�������������¤������������������ ��������������\\�T̀T_ [�̂�\T\\ _�\z�\T\\ �[ZTTT P���������� b���������������¡�c��������� ��Z������y�����������������¢���������������¤£¡R̀�R_̂^ R\�\_�\TR̀ z�RS�\TR̂ �\[ZTTT P���������� P¥P�S�a¦WVV�PJJU�WPMWa��XcQ�YNPX¦KRe�ReTR [�\�\TRe _�e�\TRe �̀TT P���������� MVMNcPXN�PM¦J�MV�JU�dXcNQMORe�R\Tz S�R\�\TRe �̀\R�\TRe �RZ[TT P���������� XOacWVV�S§Q�b̈ �z[VU�UMONMRe�RRT\ z�\T�\TRe _�Rz�\TRe �\\ZTTT P���������� XOcMPXJP��JPd�JOV̈©��M¦J�MLXacXOª�dXcNQMO�NWbXOMca�WO��NJ]OcMP�cJKa�XOacWVVOM�¡�U]POXaQ�WO��XOacWVV�OM���JJ��UVJJP�WcJK�MLXacXOª��JJ��UVJJPT_�S[TT e�\e�\TT_ �̂\̀�\TT_ �SZ[TT P���������� XOacWVV�OM��aQMWcQXOª�JYMP�c¥ª�PJJU��MNdT_�S[TR e�\e�\TT_ �̂\̀�\TT_ �zZ[TT P���������� Rz�a�Pa�JU�aXOªVM�KV̈�JYMP�VJ��KXcNQM��PJJUY�� �c�y������������K�����

GqA<@>7AFr�g}; T«<7A7I><�g}; T:9?=9<>F@>7A�¬ R_{A@9=>7=�Frr; �WVV�b������WV Gqrr�pF@D=77I; \®Fr̄�pF@D=77I; Tx=F89 [[T|qI}9=�7̄�G>=9�Hr T
oF=8�{@9I;BFr9;
H9=I>@;
�>9°�fF±�{Ā7BC9@<D9;�²<r><C�@7�9ArF=~9³



����������	���
� �
������������������������������������	������ !��������

"���#	���������#�"���$���������%�&�����'�����'#�()&��*+,�� -�'���*+,..��-
'/�0���*+,�-
'/�*+,��1 -2,���.� .! .-3��4'��,����� !5 1��

67898:



����������	���
� �
������������������������������������	������ !��������

"���#	���������#�"���$���������%�&�����'�����'#�()&��*+,�� -�'���*+,..��-
'/�0���*+,�-
'/�*+,��1 -2,���.� .! .-3��4'��,����� !5 ���

6768�9:;<�=>?@AB�CDEFG

HIJ
KLMH�NOPQRS9TB�<>UV>B�W>XU?Y�DV>ZBV?Y�[ZZV\@]BV̂]�>_̀AB�a\@U?\@U]�b\?\�>U�ZV>ZBV?Y�c@?T@U�?TB�W>XU?Y]>dBdY�_>V�?TB�ZXVZ>]B�>_�_Xd̀dd@Ue�@?]�VB]Z>U]@f@d@?Y�?>�]BAXVB�\�gX]?�h\dX\?@>U�_>V�\b�h\d>VBa�?\iZXVZ>]B]�>_�\dd�ZV>ZBV?Y�c@?T@U�?TB�W>XU?Yj�9TB�<>UV>B�W>XU?Y�DV>ZBV?Y�[ZZV\@]BV̂]�>_̀ABA\UU>?�eX\V\U?BB�@?]�\AAXV\AY�_>V�\UY�>?TBV�ZXVZ>]Bj�k@lBc@]Bm�b\?\�ZV>h@bBb�VBe\Vb@Ue�>UB�?\iYB\V�a\Y�U>?�fB�\ZZd@A\fdB�@U�ZV@>V�>V�]Xf]BnXBU?�YB\V]j�oY�VBnXB]?@Ue�]XAT�b\?\m�Y>X�TBVBfYXUbBV]?\Ub�\Ub�\eVBB�?T\?�?TBp��q]BV�DV@h\AY�D>d@AYp��rED:�DV@h\AY�=>?@ABk\]?�E\?\�qZd>\bs�tutvu676wm�xs8ys7z�[< W>U?\A?�q] EBhBd>ZBb�fY


	621 Catholic Lane_Harc Permit Plans_12.09.2023.pdf
	Cover
	Sheets and Views
	Layout1


	A0_Existing & proposed Site plan
	Sheets and Views
	HARC


	A1_Existing & Proposed Floor plan
	Sheets and Views
	HARC


	A2_Existing & Proposed West elevation
	Sheets and Views
	HARC


	A3_Existing & Proposed North elevation
	Sheets and Views
	HARC


	A4_Existing & Proposed East elevation
	Sheets and Views
	HARC


	A5_Existing & Proposed South elevation
	Sheets and Views
	HARC


	A6_Existing & Proposed Site Elevation
	Sheets and Views
	HARC


	A7_Existing view from & opposite site
	Sheets and Views
	HARC


	A8_Existing views of the house
	Sheets and Views
	HARC


	S_Survey.pdf
	Sheets and Views
	HARC






