
 
 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 4 
 
To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 

Commission Members 
   
From:    Kelly Perkins, MHP 
    HARC Assistant Planner 

 
Meeting Date:  April 24, 2018 
 
Applicant: William Rowan 
 
Application Number: 18-0572 
 
Address:   #1419 Thompson Street 
   

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 
 

Extension of first floor rear porch and new second floor rear porch. Replacement of windows to 
doors at rear. 
 

Site Facts: 
 

The two-story structure with a two-story wrap around porch is listed as contributing to the Key 
West Historic District, even though the structure is located outside of the district. The survey states 
that the structure was built c.1899, but first appears on the 1926 Sanborn map. The 1912 Sanborn 
map in that area is vacant, though it is just as likely that the structure was moved there. After 1962, 
a two-story addition was added onto the rear. 
 
The neighboring two-story structure (1415 Thompson St) is also listed as contributing to the 
district. 
 

Guidelines Cited in Review: 
 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (pages 16-17), specifically Standards 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 9, and 10. 
 
HARC Guidelines for Additions and Alterations (pages 37a-37k), specifically guidelines 5, 6, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 22, 23, 29, 30, and 31. 
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Staff Analysis 

 
This Certificate of Appropriateness proposes adding an expanded deck and a new second floor 
balcony on the rear of 1419 Thompson Street. The balcony will be connected to the historic portion 
of the house. It will be approximately 13 feet by 12 feet. Both the balcony and the deck will be 
made of wood. Fenestrations on the rear of the house will be changed and replaced with fiberglass 
doors. 
 

Consistency with Guidelines 
 
Staff believes that the proposed balcony and deck will not greatly alter or expand the massing of 
the historic structure, and it will not have an impact on the neighboring contributing structure at 
1415 Thompson Street. Normally, additions and alterations are analyzed for their impact on the 
neighboring historic context and the historic district. As this structure is located outside of the 
historic district, that impact cannot be analyzed. Therefore, it is staff’s opinion that the proposed 
design is consistent with the guidelines for additions and alterations. 
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1912 Sanborn Map



1926 Sanborn Map



1948 Sanborn Map



1962 Sanborn Map
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The ruins of the Ruy Lopez Cigar Factory on Washington and Thompson Street, c.1950.

Photo by Jeff Brodhead. Monroe County Public Library.



Rear elevation the 
historic portion of 
1419 Thompson 

Street. This is where 
the proposed 

balcony will be 
located.



Rear elevation the 
non-historic portion of 

1419 Thompson 
Street. The windows 
on the lower level will 

be converted into 
sliding glass doors



Rear of 1415 Thompson Street, the other contributing house on this street.
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing at 5:30 p.m., April 24, 2018 at Key West 
City Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for:  

 

EXTENSION OF FIRST FLOOR REAR 
PORCH AND NEW SECOND FLOOR REAR 

PORCH. REPLACEMENT OF WINDOWS TO 
DOORS AT REAR. 

 

FOR #1419 THOMPSON STREET 
 

Applicant – William Rowan         Application #18-0572 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 
ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Please call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3731 at least five business days 
in advance for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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