May14,2018

Cily of Key West

ATTN: Mayor Craig Cates
1300 White Street

Key West, FL. 33040

Dear Mayor Cales,

Iam, Alexa Condella, a fifth grade student af Poinciana Elementary School and I feel that it is important
for you and the council to select the poinciana free as the official free of Key West. The size and fabulous
color make the poinciana free a classic symbol of living in South Florida which I have done for the past 11
years.

Summer in Florida means different things to everyone. While some people only like the beaches, other
people see themselves relaxing in paradise, perhaps in a hammock swaying genfly beneath a gorgeously
blooming free. For those in South Florida, the free they're imagining is the poinciana tree. Many people
consider this fo be one of the most beaufiful frees in the world.

Royal poinciana folerales hard pruning and can be kept at a small size which is perfect for an island that is
2 miles by 4 miles.

Nothing says warm weather like a Royal poinciana tree in bloom. These trees can be found all over
southern Florida, most offen used in landscaping. I have known for a long fime that the poinciana isn 't
native fo Florida. They just didn 't say which island. The Poinciana is actually from Madagascar!

In my opinion, the Poinciana tree should be adopled as the tree of Key West because of ils beauty and size,
shade that it provides and because it is a symbol fo many of life in South Florida.

Sincerely,

(U, Conohlia

Alexa Condella



May 14, 2018

City of Key West

ATTN: Mayor Craig Cates
1300 White Street

Key West, FL 33040

Dear Mayor Cates,

Iam a fifth grade student at Poinciana Elementary School. I feel that it would be 2 wonderful
addition to make the poinciana tree the city tree of Key West. The orange colors and size of the
poinciana tree is an original emblem of living in South Florida which I have done for the past 11
years.

Summer in Florida means various things to everyone. While others think only of the burning
hot heat, other people see themselves relaxing in paradise, perhaps having a picnic gently
beneath a blooming shade tree. For those in South Florida, you were most likely thinking of the
bright, orange poinciana tree. Many people consider this to be one of the most beautiful trees in
the world!

Royal Poinciana allows salty conditions and can be grown near the coast, but not in openly
exposed beach conditions. Royal poinciana also allows hard pruning and can be kept ata small
size which is very decent for key west

Nothing says tropical climate like a Royal Poinciana tree in bloom. These trees can be found all
over southern Florida, most often used in landscaping. I have known for a long time that the
Poinciana isn't native to Florida. My teacher explained that the island known as Madagascar is
actually home to the poinciana tree. :

To me this is a very bright tree and should be the city tree . It has very soothing flowers that are
warm colors and it just goes together with the small city of Key West. On hot summers this tree
also provides shade for those who are hot. So, when the time comes to voting just remember the
benefits of the poinciana tree.

Sincerely, /\/

Jose Torres
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May 11, 2018

City of Key West

ATTN: Mayor Craig Cates
1300 White Street

Key West, FL 33040

Dear Mayor Cates,

Iam a fifth grade student that attends at Poinciana Elementary School. 1feel that it is
important for you, as the Mayor, and the rest of the council to select the poinciana tree as the
official tree of Key West. The size and fabulous colors make the poinciana tree a joyful and
classic symbol of living in South Florida which I have done for the past 11 years.

Summer in Florida means different things to everyone, good or bad. While some think only of
the stifling heat and the blinding sun, other people see themselves relaxing in paradise,
perhaps in a hammock swaying gently beneath a gorgeously, perfect blooming shade tree. For
those in South Florida, like me, the tree they're imagining is the poinciana tree. Many people
consider this to be one of the most bequtiful trees in the world.

Royal poinciana tolerates salty conditions and can be grown near the coast, but the tree cannot
be in openly exposed beach conditions. A poinciana tree tolerates hard pruning and can be kept
at a small size that is perfect for an island that is 2 miles by 4 miles.

Nothing says warm weather in the summer like a poinciana tree does in bloom. These trees
can be found all over southern Florida, most often used in landscaping or in front and back
yards! I have known for a long time that the Poinciana isn't native to Florida. Iwas told the
tree was from “the island.” They just didn't say which island. The Poinciana tree is actually
native to the island Madagascar!

Poinciana trees bring beauty to life and brighten up the island. These trees are perfect for
saving our energy. They provide shade for us instead of using air conditioning (AC). It’s the
right tree for the job!!

In my opinion, the poinciana tree should be adopted as the tree of Key West because of its
beauty and size, shade that it provides and because it is a symbol to many that live in South
Florida.

ne,gards' 0 m
G, éB

Elina Sweeting
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