
 
 

 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 11 

 
 
To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 

Commission Members 
   
From:    Enid Torregrosa, MSHP 
    Historic Preservation Planner 

 
Meeting Date:  July 24, 2018 
 
Applicant: City of Key West/ Michael Halpern, Agent 
 
Application Number: H18-03-0034 
 
Address:   #1400 Block Duval Street 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 
 

New Pocket Park. 
 

Site Facts: 
The 1400 block of Duval Street is the southernmost section of the street. The street is 
delimited by three properties, the Southernmost House (1400 Duval), The Southernmost 
House annex (1401 Duval Street) and the Southernmost Beach Cafe (1405 Duval); the 
latest one is owned by the City of Key West as well as the street and sidewalks.  
 
The current street is paved with asphalt, has five street light posts and three cobra head 
fixtures, two on a concrete pole towards the easternmost side of the street and one at the 
northeast corner of Duval and South streets. The three properties have fences towards the 
street and at both corners tickets booths flank the entrance to the block. The street is 
currently used for parking. The project received Planning Board and Tree Commission 
approvals. 
 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
 

 Guidelines for Parking Areas, Landscaping & Open Space Environment (page 
43), specifically first paragraph and guidelines 1, 4, and 8. 

 
Staff Analysis 
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The Certificate of Appropriateness in review proposes the conversion of the 1400 block of 
Duval Street into an open public pocket park, where the city will retain the ownership. The 
design includes the pavement of the entire portion of the street and sidewalks with concrete 
pavers al at same level and the introduction of planters for vegetation and trees. The design 
proposes the re use of historic tiles that once decorated a front fountain at the southernmost 
house on the planter that is proposed towards the house. The plan also provides for a 
delivery trucks area and access for emergency vehicles. 
 
The pavers will be flush with the existing asphalt pavement at South Street. The proposed 
pavers will be concrete, neutral in color, and they will have three different sizes with a 
border pattern. The design also proposes six bases for future sculptures, all of them located 
inside of the four proposed planters. Underground infrastructure will be upgraded as part 
of the project. Tables and seats are proposed to be installed in the street, but are not part of 
this review.  
 

 
 

Circa 1950s aerial photograph from Monroe County Library 
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Consistency with Guidelines 
 

It is staff’s opinion that the proposed design meets the cited guidelines for open space 
environment. This proposal will not affect the relationship of the two historic houses 
located in the block and their environment. Although at some point in history the street was 
paved with bricks, the selected material, its texture, and color will not create a false sense 
of history. HARC has jurisdiction on placement of temporary facilities and to alterations 
to streets, sidewalks, or street furnishings. At this point no street furnishings, including, but 
not limited to sitting, trashcans, nor any shade protection, are part of this review. Staff 
recommends that any furnishings, including the above mentioned, as well as any proposed 
sculpture, be reviewed by this Commission for approval; as these elements can have a 
visual adverse effect and impact in the environment of such historic houses that are located 
in the block. The Southernmost House is a unique and nationally recognized iconic 
structure and we all have the responsibility to protect and preserve it and its surrounding 
environment.  
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Southernmost House circa 1900. Monroe County Library. 

 



 
 

A postcard from 1908 of the Southernmost House. Monroe County Library. 



 
 

Southernmost House in the 1930s. Monroe County Library. 



 
 

Southernmost House in 1936. Monroe County Library. 

 



 

 
 

A postcard of south beach and Southernmost House. Monroe County Library. 



 

1401 Duval Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 

 



 
 

1401 Duval Street circa 1970’s. Monroe County Library. 



 

Historic Athletic Club at the end of Duval Street after the hurricane of September 1919.  

Monroe County Library. 

 



 

 
  

South Beach circa 1920. Monroe County Library. 



 
 

Southernmost Beach and Breakfast- 1405 Duval Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 

 



 

1405 Duval Street in 1973. From Edwin O. Swift III, Monroe County Library. 
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EMAIL: FKLSemail@Gmail.com

SUGARLOAF KEY, FL  33042
PHONE: (305) 394-3690
FAX: (305) 509-7373

19960 OVERSEAS HIGHWAY
LAND SURVEYING
FLORIDA KEYS

TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF A PORTION OF
THE 1400 BLOCK OF DUVAL STREET

KEY WEST, MONROE COUNTY, STATE OF FLORIDA

SIGNED

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS SURVEY WAS MADE UNDER MY RESPONSIBLE CHARGE AND MEETS
THE STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AS SET FORTH BY THE FLORIDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL
SURVEYORS AND MAPPERS IN CHAPTER 5J-17, FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, PURSUANT TO
SECTION 472.027, FLORIDA STATUTES AND COMPLIES WITH CHAPTER 177, FLORIDA
STATUTES.

ERIC A. ISAACS, PSM #6783, PROFESSIONAL SURVEYOR AND MAPPER, LB# 7847

#1401 DUVAL

STREET

#1405 DUVAL STREET

R/W
LINE

R/W
LINE

FOUND NAIL
& DISC "RER"

FOUND NAIL & DISC "NORBY"
N:78502.84

E:391423.23
ELEV=3.49' (NGVD 1929)

FOUND NAIL
& DISC "FHH"

ONLINE (R/W OF DUVAL ST)
& 3.00' NW'LY

LP

FOUND NAIL, NO ID ON
R/W LINE OF DUVAL ST

MAG NAIL W/ RED DISC
STAMPED "FKLS 1341"
N:78283.21
E:391626.71
ELEV=3.98' (NGVD 1929)

SURVEYORS NOTES

· THIS IS NOT A BOUNDARY SURVEY, ANY BOUNDARY OR RIGHT OF WAY LINES SHOWN HEREON ARE FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY, AND ARE A GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION OF THE BOUNDARY BASED ON THE RECOVERY
OF SUFFICIENT BOUNDARY MONUMENTATION TO SPATIALLY DEFINE THE BOUNDARY LINES. NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS BETWEEN THE RECOVERED BOUNDARY INFORMATION AND THE OCCUPATIONAL
LINES.  NO BOUNDARY OR RIGHT OF WAY LINES ARE SHOWN ON THIS SURVEY.

· HORIZONTAL COORDINATES AND BEARINGS SHOWN ARE REFERENCED TO GRID NORTH, BASED ON THE 2011 ADJUSTMENT OF THE NORTH AMERICAN DATUM OF 1983 (NAD 83/2011), OF THE FLORIDA STATE PLANE
COORDINATE SYSTEM (TRANSVERSE MERCATOR PROJECTION), EAST ZONE (0901).

· COORDINATES WERE ESTABLISHED BY A REAL-TIME KINEMATIC (RTK) GNSS CONTROL SURVEY WHICH IS CERTIFIED TO A 2 CENTIMETER LOCAL ACCURACY, RELATIVE TO THE NEAREST CONTROL POINT WITHIN THE NATIONAL
GEODETIC SURVEY (NGS) GEODETIC CONTROL NETWORK. METHOD: WIDE AREA CONTINUOUSLY OPERATING GPS REFERENCE STATION NETWORK (TRIMBLE VRS).ELEVATIONS SHOWN HEREON ARE IN FEET AND BASED ON THE
NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929 (NGVD 1929).

· BENCHMARK DESCRIPTION: NATIONAL GEODETIC SURVEY BENCHMARK: DESIGNATION D 121, P.I.D. AA0020, ELEVATION 3.91' (NGVD 1929).
· ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO SURVEY MAP OR REPORT BY OTHERS THAN THE SIGNING PARTY IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE SIGNING PARTY.
· LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS HAVE BEEN FURNISHED BY THE CLIENT OR HIS/HER REPRESENTATIVE, PUBLIC RECORDS HAVE NOT BEEN RESEARCHED BY THE SURVEYOR TO DETERMINE THE ACCURACY OF THESE DESCRIPTIONS NOR

HAVE ADJOINING PROPERTIES BEEN RESEARCHED TO DETERMINE OVERLAPS OR HIATUS.
· THE BOLD LINE SHOWN HEREON REPRESENTS THE SURVEYORS OPINION OF THE DEED LINES.
· THE UNDERGROUND UTILITIES SHOWN HEREON HAVE BEEN LOCATED FROM FIELD EVIDENCE. THE SURVEYOR MAKES NO GUARANTIES THAT THE UNDERGROUND UTILITIES SHOWN HEREON  ENCOMPASS ALL SUCH UTILITIES

IN THE AREA, EITHER IN SERVICE OR ABANDONED. FURTHERMORE THE SURVEYOR DOES NOT WARRANT THAT THE UNDERGROUND UTILITIES SHOWN ARE IN THE EXACT LOCATION INDICATED ALTHOUGH HE DOES CERTIFY
THAT THEY ARE LOCATED AS ACCURATELY AS POSSIBLE FROM THE EVIDENCE AVAILABLE. NO UNDERGROUND UTILITIES WERE LOCATED FOR THIS SURVEY.

· STREET ADDRESS: 1400 BLOCK DUVAL STREET, KEY WEST, FL 33040.
· ALL UNITS ARE SHOWN IN U.S. SURVEY FEET.
· ALL FIELD DATA WAS ACQUIRED BETWEEN 02/20/2018 - 02/27/2018.
· COMMUNITY NO.: 120168; MAP NO.:  12087C-1516K;  MAP DATE: 02-18-2005;  FLOOD ZONE(S): AE & VE;  BASE ELEVATION(S):  AE-8, AE-9, VE-10 & VE-12.
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:30 p.m., July 24, 2018  at City Hall, 
1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

NEW POCKET PARK 
 

#1400 DUVAL STREET 
Applicant – City of Key West/ Michael Halpern-Agent   Application #18-03-0034 

 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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