










STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  November 2, 2018      
 
RE: Administrative Hearing for 1122 Seminary Street 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
On October 15, 2018, I noticed a lot of tree branches in bins across from 
my office and heard a chainsaw.  A site visit documented that two Pigeon 
Plum trees had been removed without a permit by a gardener/landscaping 
crew.  The work crew indicated they were told to cut the trees because of 
seeds and leaves falling into the pool. The crew was given my card and the 
owner was asked to call.  To date, no call has been received from the owner 
of the company.  A search of the van’s license plate (van was not marked 
with company logo) indicated that the crew was working for South Garden 
Landscaping.   
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Each stump is approximately 7-8 caliper inches.  An accurate measurement 
has not been taken due to access issues. 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 

1.  Property owner should be required to replant trees on their property. 
 

2. Gardener/Landscape business owner must show proof that they have a 
valid City License, pay a fine to the Tree Fund, receive Tree Ordinance 
training form the Urban Forester, and create a training program for his 
employees.    
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Karen DeMaria

From: dave.brickner@roadrunner.com
Sent: Monday, November 5, 2018 3:05 PM
To: Karen DeMaria
Subject: 1122 Seminary

Hi Karen, 
 
Thanks for taking the time to speak today.  Per our conversation, I will not be in town on November 11 to attend the 
Tree Commission Meeting as I will be out of town.  We had planned on returning sooner, but with the amount of work 
we have had done this year we have had to move back our return to the island by several months.   
 
First of all, I am sorry that I was not aware that a property owner could not cut down a tree that they own on their own 
property, especially given that the tree was largely not even visible from the street.  I have never had to deal with such a 
restriction anywhere I have lived.   
 
I would like to mention a couple of the reasons I chose to have the trees removed.  In the past year, I have burned out a 
pool pump due to the fruit and leaves of the pigeon plums clogging my strainers.  I have the pool maintenance 
scheduled weekly, but depending on time of year, the two trees dropped enough leaves and fruit to fully clog both 
strainers within a few days.  Also, the trunks of the trees were growing up against the wall on the back of the pool area 
and I was concerned they would eventually cause damage to the pool wall or in the worst case cause it to collapse.  You 
should have also seen that the large Travelers Palm behind the pool wall is currently leaning on the wall of the pool and 
will more than likely need to be addressed in the future.  Also, I am just competing a rather expensive project to paint 
the house and refinish my decks.  The fruit from the trees has a tendency to sit and stain the decks and house paint 
when they fall and collect on the side porch.  Lastly, the previous owner of the house did not do much to control the 
growth of trees on the property and in general, I believe the lot is pretty overgrown for the size of the lot.  There were 
several pretty major issues the previous owner largely ignored that I am trying to correct.  I am trying my best to revive 
the house and the lot to have it be a property that is the best reflection on Key West.  While we just bought the property 
about 18 months ago and we are moving from out of state, it is our intention that this property will be our permanent 
home for the remainder of our lives.     
 
I now understand that there is a permit process required for removing trees from my lot, so there will not be any issues 
going forward.  I plan on replanting the area behind the pool with something more appropriate for the location on my 
lot.  As the pool is there though, I don’t think pigeon plum trees are appropriate for the location.  In the very back of my 
property, it would also be difficult to plant trees of this nature as the neighbor behind me has a VERY large mahogany 
tree that covers most of my back courtyard.  I also have some other sort of shade tree in the back courtyard.  In the front 
yard there really is no suitable place to plant such a tree as well.  There are 2 large coconut palms in the front yard that I 
believe are also on the protected tree list.  I am more than willing to donate replacement trees to one of the City Parks 
or some other organization to hopefully close this matter. 
 
If you need any further info, please let me know. 
 
Regards 
 
Dave Brickner 
1122 Seminary St. 
Key West, FL 33040 
 


