
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  December 26, 2018     
 
RE: 1301 1st Street (permit application # T2018-0160) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Green 
Buttonwood, (1) Strangler Fig, and (2) Gumbo Limbo trees.  A site 
inspection was done and documented the following: 
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 Tree Species: Green Buttonwood (Conocarpus erectus) 
 

 



 



 



 



 

Jamaican Caper tree growing 
from buttonwood 



 



 



                  

 
 

 



 
Diameter: 36.3”    
Location: (close to property line, surface roots)    
 Are there any root impacts to neighbor’s property?   
    Any impacts to 1301’s foundation or utility lines?  
 
Species: (on protected tree list)  
 
Condition: (fair, old sprawling canopy structure, storm damage and 
improper trim damage, some decay throughout, Jamaican Caper tree 
growing from core area, tree needed a proper trim prior to Hurricane Irma.)  
 What is the actual condition of the canopy?   
 Arborist report or documentation as to overall condition of tree?   

Can the tree be trimmed and the canopy shape properly rebuilt? 
   

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea) 
 

 



 



 
 
Diameter: 15.2”  
Location: (close to property line)    
Species: (on protected tree list)  
Condition: (poor, no canopy structure remaining, primarily aerial root 
growth)  



   Tree Species: Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simaruba) 
#1 

 



 



 



 



 



       
 
Diameter: 9.2”  
Location: (close to property line, roots pressed against concrete wall)    
Species: (on protected tree list)  
Condition: (fair, one main leader still remains)  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Gumbo Limbo #2 

 



 



 



 
                  
 
Diameter: 4.4”  
Location: (growing close to property line and in root system of larger 
buttonwood tree.)    
Species: (on protected tree list)  
Condition: (fair, elongated trunk)  
 
Total Replacement Values: 

Green Buttonwood- 36.3” 
*Strangler Fig- 15.2” 
*Gumbo Limbo #1- 9.2” 
Gumbo limbo #2- 4.4” 
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