
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  December 26, 2018 and January 28, 2019     
 
RE: 831 Georgia Street (permit application # T2018-0145) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (2) Gumbo Limbo 
and (1) Mahogany tree.  A site inspection was done and documented the 
following: 
 

 
 

Olivia Street 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

The property is currently a vacant lot.  The property owner is seeking 
approval to build a residence on the lot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woman’s Tongue tree 
NPR 

825 831 



 
         Tree Species: Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simaruba) 
Tree #1 
 

        

Mahogany 
#2



 



         
 

        



 



 



 



 
 
Diameter: 11.1”  
Location: 70% (lots of structural surface roots intertwined with two other 
trees, middle of the yard tree)    
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 70% (good health, lopsided canopy structure)  
Total Average Value = 80%  
Value x Diameter =  8.8 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gumbo Limbo #1 



Tree #2 

 



          
 
Diameter: 7”  
Location: 80%     
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 80% (good health)  
Total Average Value = 86%  
Value x Diameter =  6 replacement caliper inches 



                 Tree Species: Mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni) 
 

                 
 

Gumbo Limbo 
#1 

Mahogany tree 
#2 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 



 



 



              
 
Diameter: 9.8”  
Location: 60% (roots heavily intertwined with Schefflera tree, middle of the 
yard tree)    
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (fair to poor, lopsided canopy structure-one sided with a 
heavy lean, poor structure)  
Total Average Value = 70%  
Value x Diameter =  6.8 replacement caliper inches 
 
If removal of all three trees is approved, total replacement inches 
would be 21.6”. 



NOTE:  Could any of the Gumbo limbo trees be transplanted? Can the 
project be redesigned to avoid impacts? 
 
Along with the removals, several trees and palms are to be transplanted; 2-
Strongbark, 2-Gumbo Limbo, 1-Spanish Lime, 1-Sabal Palm, and 1-
Alexander Palm.  
 

Other regulated trees on the property and their status: 
 

                     
 

                
 

Mahogany tree #1 is to 
remain on the property 

Mahogany #1 

Gumbo Limbo #4 to 
be transplanted 

Jamaican Dogwood and smaller 
Gumbo limbo to remain 



 

Gumbo Limbo #3, Strongbark 
#1 & #2 to be transplanted 

Sabal Palm to 
be transplanted 



  
 
 

 

Another view 
of Sabal 
Palm to be 
transplanted 

Spanish Lime to be transplanted

Alexander Palm to be transplanted 



     
 
 
 

Washingtonian Palm and Jamaican Caper 
to remain 




