
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: July 31, 2019   

 
RE: 413 Emma Street A (permit application # T2019-0302) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (2) Pongam trees.  
A site inspection was done and documented that the removal of tree #1 
would qualify for an emergency tree removal permit due to the documented 
presence of live subterranean termites.  No evidence of subterranean 
termites were observed in tree #2. 

 
NOTE: There are at least two types of termites in Key West.  One primarily 
eats decaying wood in the tree trunks and canopies. The other, 
subterranean termites, eat the root systems of the trees.  Once mud trails 
are observed going up the trunks of trees, the roots system has been 
compromised.   

 Tree Species: Pongam (Millettia/Pongamia pinnata)              
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Photo of yard area showing trees. 



 
 
                                                                             Full photo of tree #2 



 
 
                                                        Photo of tree canopy view 1. 



  
 
                                                                   Photo of tree trunk, view 1. 

Cavity in tree trunk 



 
 
                                                        Photo of tree canopy view 2. 



 
 

 

Photo of base 
of tree view 1. 

Photo of base 
of tree view 2 
with decay 
hole. 



 
 

 

Photo of base of 
tree decay hole 
view 2. 

Photo of base of 
tree decay hole 
view 3. 



 
 

                    

Close up 
photo of decay 
hole at base of 
tree. 

Photo of entrance to yard area. 

Tree #2 

Tree #1 



 
Diameter: 19.1”  
Location: 80%     

Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (poor, decay areas in tree trunk, elongated tree trunk 
canopy structure with no primary branch structure lower than roof level. 
Anecdotal information submitted stating termites in tree trunk).  
Total Average Value = 56%  
Value x Diameter = 10.6 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
Tree #1 photos: 
 

 
 
                                                              Photo showing tree #1 canopy. 



 
 

 

Two photos 
showing 
issues in 
canopy-
weeping “sap” 
insect frass.   



 

Photo showing termite mud trail from 
base of tree. 



 

Photo 
showing 
termite larvae 
in mud trail. 



 

 

Additional 

Information 

















 

 

Application 

 

 

 










