
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 5 

To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Members 

From:    Kathleen McDonald, MHP 

   Historic Preservation Planner II 

 

Meeting Date:   October 23, 2019 

Applicant:   Scott Saunders / Fury 

Application Number: H2019-0042 

Address:   #313 Duval Street 

Description of Work: 
Small mobile ticket sales cart to be on Hard Rock property per lease. 

Site Facts: 
The site under review is located in the front of the steps up to the patio of the Hard Rock Café on 

Duval Street. The ornate main structure, which is now home to the Hard Rock Café, was 

originally built circa 1890 by millionaire William Curry as a residence for his son, Robert. The 

Queen Anne-style structure has served both residential and commercial purposes throughout the 

years, and for a period in the mid-century, it served as the location of Key West’s Elk’s Club. 

The entryway and adjoining wall where the cart is being proposed are not historic to the main 

structure. 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• Guidelines for ATMs, Displays, Carts, Information Booths, Kiosks and Vending 

Machines (page 47), specifically guidelines 4 and 9. 

• Historic Architecture Design Principles: The Review Process and the Historic 

Architecture Guidelines (page 59). 



Staff Analysis: 
A Certificate of Appropriateness is under review for a small ticket sales cart to be located at the 

front of the main entrance steps of the Hard Rock Cafe. The dimensions of the cart will be 3 feet 

high by 3 feet 9 inches wide by approximately 1 foot deep. The cart will feature a sign for Fury, 

which is proposed to be 3 feet 11 inches by 1 foot 2 inches, or 4.57 square feet. The cart will be 

located 5 feet setback from the property line and will be operated by Fury. 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed cart will detract from the historic streetscape. The vending 

cart sits between the front façade of a historic Queen Anne structure and the public sidewalk. 

This placement would begin to create a cluttered appearance that would be detrimental to the 

historic district. As stated on page 47, paragraph 2 of the Historic Architectural Guidelines, “The 

permanent or temporary placement of freestanding carts in historic districts is discouraged by 

HARC as being detrimental to the integrity of historic areas, whether commercial or residential.” 

However, the cart does meet the required 5-foot setback and does not exceed 64 square feet, in 

accordance with the guidelines. 

In conclusion, staff would recommend against approval of a cart in this proposed location, as it 

would detract not only from the appearance of a historic, approximately 129-year-old structure, 

but also from the overall streetscape of Duval. Although it meets the required setback, the cart’s 

proposed position between the historic structure and the public sidewalk would be destructive to 

the building’s historical integrity. As stated on page 59 of the Historic Architectural Guidelines, 

“Alterations to the built environment can change the nature and livability of a community for the 

worse by damaging traditional street and landscaping, scale and massing, pedestrian access and 

the appeal and visibility of a neighborhood’s historic architecture.” 
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Historic photo of 313 Duval when it was home to the Elk’s Club in the 1960’s. 



 

Photo of 313 Duval in 1990. 



 

Photo of 313 Duval in 2011. 

 



 

Recent photo of 313 Duval.  
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:30 p.m., October 23, 2019 at City 

Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 

 

SMALL MOBILE TICKET SALES CART. 
 

#313 DUVAL STREET 

Applicant – Scott Saunders    Application #H2019-0042 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 

office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 

for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 
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