
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: October 30, 2019   

 
RE: 420 Grinnell Street (permit application # T2019-0490) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (4) Japanese 
Blueberry trees.  A site inspection was done and documented that one of 
the trees is not regulated (tree #2) due to its diameter being less than 4” 
(Sec 110-321.a.3)  

 

Tree Species: Japanese Blueberry (Elaeocarpus dentatus)   
           

 
 
                                      Photo showing location of trees from Grinnell Street. 

 



 
 
                                Photo showing location of trees on property, view 1. 
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                                  Photo showing the roots of tree #1, view 1. 



 
 
                                             Photo of the roots of tree #1, view 2. 



 
 
                                     Photo showing the roots of tree #1, view 3. 
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#1, view 4. 

Photo of tree 

#1 showing 

roots in 

foundation 

area. 



 
 

 

Photos of tree 

#1 showing 

roots impacting 

propane tank 
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Photo showing 

roots of tree #1, 

view 5. 

 



 
 
                                Photo showing location of tree on property, view 2. 
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                  Photo showing the trunk and base of tree #2.  Note tree not regulated. 



 
 
                          Photo showing trunk of tree #2.  Note tree not regulated. 



 
 

 

Photo showing the 

base and roots of 

tree #3. 

Photo showing the 

trunk of tree #3. 



 
 
                               Photo showing the tree canopies in relation to the structure. 



 
 
                             Photo showing root systems of trees 1-3 next to structure. 



 
 
                                        Photo of the root system of tree #4. 



 
 
                                    Photo of the trunk and canopy of tree #4, view 1. 



 
 
                         Photo showing the trunk and canopy of tree #4, view 2. 

 



 
 
Photo showing the root system of tree #4. 



 
 
Tree #1: Diameter: 16.8”   

Location: 30% (roots impacting structures)     
Species: 50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition: 60% (fair, healthy tree, one sided canopy due to structure)  
Total Average Value = 46%  
Value x Diameter = 7.7 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
Tree #2:  Diameter: 3.1” (NOT REGULATED)  
 
 

Tree #3:  Diameter: 7.9” 
Location: 40% (roots impacting structure)    
Species: 50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (fair to poor, one sided canopy, trunk with misshaped 
branch area)  
Total Average Value = 46%  
Value x Diameter = 3.6 replacement caliper inches 
 
Tree #4:  Diameter: 5.7”   
Location: 40%  (roots impacting structure)   
Species: 50% (not on protected or note protected tree list)  

Condition: 60% (fair)  
Total Average Value = 50%  
Value x Diameter = 2.8 replacement caliper inches 
 

      
 
 
 

Total required replacement if both tree #1, #3, and #4 removed = 
14.1 caliper inches.  



 

 

Additional 

Information 



 

12385 74th Avenue North Seminole, Fl 33772 

Cell 727-580-5550 

CGC 1505066 - CPC 1457007 

 

 

10-28-19 

Site address: 420 Grinnell St, Key West Fl  

 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Shapiro, 

I have visited the site regarding the foundation concerns.   

The home is resting on the original coral pier style foundations. Each of the foundations reviewed are in 

different phases of condition.  Some have eroded more than others.  The most concerning is the east 

side of the home.  There are tree roots from trees along the property line that are disturbing the edge 

wall piers. This is causing shifting of the exterior wall at the east side.  Upon reviewing the inside of the 

home, it is evident that the exterior wall is or has shifted.  This wall is a bearing wall for the support 

beam that supports the current stairwell, as well as the upstairs hall / bedroom. 

Upon my findings’, I would recommend removing the trees along the eastern property line, excavating 

the intrusive roots that are impacting the pier foundations.  Once trees and roots are removed, we will 

temporarily support the exterior wall and replace the coral foundations with concrete CMU style 

foundations.  The current status of the home in relation to the sub grade is minimal.   We would propose 

to excavate under the side of the home to gain access, and establish temporary supports until 

engineering and permitting is completed.  

I have taken pictures of the mitigating circumstances. I will be sending to our engineer for his specific 

recommendations. He will determine size, and count of foundations to be replaced.  I will be able to 



provide pricing once I have spoken further with the engineer and determined how many and to what 

extent the project will ultimately entail.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to work with you on this, I look forward to getting you a detailed estimate 

once we hear back from the engineer. 

 

Jason Sanchez 

Bluewater Builders St Pete LLC 
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