
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: August 27, 2019   

 
RE: 916 Elizabeth Street (permit application # T2019-0412) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Tamarind tree.  
A site inspection was done and documented the following: 
 

         Tree Species: Tamarind (Tamarindus indica)              
 

                   



 
 
 
Diameter: 45”  
Location: 50% (trees growing in sidewalk area, root issues with sidewalk, 
canopy in utility lines, very visible tree)    
Species: 50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition: 70% (large old tree, decay area at base of tree, overall tree 
health appears to be good-see arborist report from New Leaf 
Environmental)  
Total Average Value = 56% 

Value x Diameter = 25.3 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
**NOTE:  Additional information is still needed to make a full 
evaluation of the tree removal application.  Information from the 
City of Key West engineering department is needed regarding 
impacts to the sidewalk and roadway and whether there are 



reasonable alternatives for access and information is needed from 
Keys Energy regarding the utility lines.  



 

 

Additional 

Information 
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Karen DeMaria

From: Michael McCoy <mmccoy@newleaf.expert>
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2019 10:07 AM
To: Karen DeMaria
Subject: RE: 916 Elizabeth ST Tamarind tree
Attachments: 20190724_120256.jpg; 20190724_120243.jpg

Karen – thanks for following up on this. I did examine the area (high res photos attached), but I don’t think the loss of 
the former stem is actually a downgrading factor for the tree – if anything, I would have recommended removal of it had 
it been standing, if the goal was to improve the long‐term health of the tree that currently remains. As evidenced by the 
root structure, the stem that was lost was in essence a separate tree – there was no shared portion of the stem above 
ground, and the root flair of the standing tree does not incorporate any section of the stump that remains – I did not see 
any locations where the stem or the roots were joined. Accordingly, the tamarind is now actually a bit better off in terms 
of structural stability – the other tamarind tree that was growing so closely was no doubt pushing against the stem of 
the remaining tree, and competing with the roots for space and nutrients. There is the hole at the base of the standing 
tree, but that appeared to be the result of the decaying root mass from the fallen tamarind tree. The wood in the root 
flair around the hole is sound in both density and shape of the root flair with no signs of decay, so the hole itself 
wouldn’t be a concern for stability. I know the hotel would like to remove the tree and wanted me to identify any valid 
justifications for its removal, but I just don’t think this is a valid “negative” contributing factor.  
 
That said, I think the damage to and interference with the sidewalk, curb, and power lines is fairly substantial. Not sure if 
the Tree Commission will concur, but  since we can’t really do any pruning or other maintenance to alleviate these issues 
and prevent a pretty large failure at some point in the future, perhaps they will see the benefit of removal and 
replacement with dense plantings of native trees that are better sized for this location. 
 

Michael McCoy 
Vice President/Sr. Consulting Arborist 
 

NEW LEAF ENVIRONMENTAL, LLC 

 
mmccoy@newleaf.expert 
(954) 643‐0423 
57 Silver Springs Dr. 
Key Largo, FL 33037 
 

From: Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@cityofkeywest‐fl.gov>  
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2019 5:35 PM 
To: Michael McCoy <mmccoy@newleaf.expert> 
Subject: 916 Elizabeth ST Tamarind tree 
 
Michael: 
 
I was reading your report that was submitted with the tree removal application and I was surprised that you didn’t 
mention the hole at the base of the tree on the 916 property side where the one large trunk broke off.  I am curious as 
to how deep into the tree base that hole goes.  Knowing that information will be important regarding potential removal 
of the tree.  I have attached a few photos for reference.  
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Sincerely, 
 
Karen 
 
 
 

Karen DeMaria 
Urban Forestry Manager 

Certified Arborist FL# 6585A 

City of Key West Planning Department 

1300 White Street, Key West, FL  33040 

305-809-3768 
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