
                              
DATE:   January 3, 2020 
 
RE:  720 Emma Street (Tree Commission Permit # T14-7058)  

 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager, City of Key West 
 

 
 
 
      :  Location of trees removed. 
 
      :  720, 722, & 726 Emma Street, all owned by Victor Cushman Estate 
 
 
On August 20, 2014, an application was received requesting the removal of (2) Strangler Fig trees.  The Tree 
Commission approved the removal of both trees on September 9, 2014.  Copies of the application, staff report 
and permit are attached.  The permit required the replacement of a total of 24.8 caliper inches of approved dicot 
trees, FL#1, to be planted on site. 
 
Notice letters regarding the planting of the required replacements were sent to the property owner on August 27, 
2015 and May 19, 2017.  On October 18, 2019, a final notice letter was sent to the property owner regarding the 
open tree permit.  On November 20, 2019, a job completion form was received from Joan Cushman with a 
check for $300.  On November 22, 2019, a letter was sent to Mrs. Cushman regarding the partial payment and 
the additional need to plant trees or pay additional fees in order to close out the file.  Mrs. Cushman responded 
by requesting an adjustment to the mitigation requirement. 

Aerial photo showing location of 
property and trees that were removed. 
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Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com>

Tree 720 Emma St

Christopher Bradley <cjbrad7@aol.com> Thu, Aug 21, 2014 at 12:04 PM
To: kdemaria@keywestcity.com

Hi Karen. My name is Chris Bradley. We spoke today when you were at 720
Emma St looking at the tree between 720 and 718 Emma St. I am the president of
Bahama Harbor Condo Association. We are located at 716/718 Emma St. Last
year one of our owners had to have her plumbing replaced due to a major root
problem coming from the tree at 720 Emma St. This tree has grown into our
building and caused the plumbing problem. The cost of the plumbing was over
$4000. Since we are a condo, all owners shared in the cost. This cost each owner
over $900. Please have the owners remove this tree. No we are looking at major
structural damage to our building if this tree continues to grow. 
If you need to contact me my cell is 305-923-6757.
Thank you for your time.
Christopher J Bradley
716 Emma St 
Unit A
Key West, Fl 33040

tel:305-923-6757


                                     STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE:  August 27, 2014       
 
RE:  720 Emma Street (permit application #7058) 

 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal of (2) Strangler Fig trees.  A 
site inspection was done on August 21, 2014 and documented the following: 
 
Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea) 

 
 

 



 



  



                       
                          
Tree #1:  Diameter: 17.8”  
                Location:  20% (major foundation issues to two properties- 
                       structures, sewer and water lines)  
                Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
                Condition:  50% (fair to poor)   
                Total Average Value = 56%   
                Value x Diameter =  9.9 replacement caliper inches 

 
Tree #2:  Diameter: 26.7”  
                Location:  20% (major foundation issues to two properties- 
                       structures, sewer and water lines)  
                Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
                Condition:  50% (fair to poor)   
                Total Average Value = 56%   
                Value x Diameter =  14.9 replacement caliper  inches 

 



Recommendations:  Recommend approval of the removal of (2) 

Strangler Fig trees located at 720 Emma Street, to be replaced with  

24.8 caliper inches of FL#1 native dicot or fruit trees. 
 





 
 
Additional 

Information 






























