
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 11 

To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Members 

From:    Kathleen McDonald, MHP 

   Historic Preservation Planner II 

 

Meeting Date:  February 25, 2020 

Applicant:   Richard Dostal 

Application Number: H2020-0006 

Address:   #210 Truman Avenue 

Description of Work: 
New one-story accessory structure with green roof and spiral staircase. 

Site Facts: 
The site under review is a property containing a one-story frame vernacular residence, built circa 

1923. The residence is listed as historic, contributing to the Key West Historic District. The lot 

also contains an existing 40 square foot shed structure. 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• Guidelines for New Construction in the Historic District (pages 38a-38q), specifically 

guidelines 1, 12, 18, 20 and 22. 

• Guidelines for Outbuildings: Carports, Gazebos, Garages, Sheds, Shelters and Accessory 

Structures (pages 40-41), specifically guidelines 1, 4 and 9. 

Staff Analysis: 
A Certificate of Appropriateness is under review for the construction of a one-story, 288 square 

foot accessory structure (24 feet wide by 12 feet deep). The exterior walls are to be stucco. The 

structure is proposed to have a small porch measuring approximately 8 feet by 10 feet. The porch 

roof is to be metal supported by wood columns. The structure is also proposed to have a metal 

spiral staircase leading up to a flat roof with a parapet. The applicant has proposed the flat roof to 



be a green roof, and staff feel that the flat roof area would be considered a roof deck. The 

drawings propose one set of French doors and one small window on the North elevation. The 

structure is proposed to contain one bedroom and a bathroom. 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines and SOIS: 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed design is not consistent with the cited guidelines. 

Staff feel that the proposal, particularly the spiral staircase and the roof deck it leads up to, are 

out of character for the surrounding context and the overall district. The roof form—a flat roof 

with a parapet to contain the roof deck—is not typical to those structures of same land use on the 

block. Furthermore, guideline 20 for New Construction in the Historic District reads, “Roof 

decks and widow’s walks are not allowed on new residential development.” 

Guideline 1 for Outbuildings: Carports, Gazebos, Garages, Sheds, Shelters and Accessory 

Structures reads, “Accessory structures shall be compatible with the principle structure on the lot 

in materials, detailing, color, style, design, height, scale and massing.” With the use of stucco, 

the proposed accessory structure differs from the historic principal structure in material, detailing 

and style. Also, with the utilization elements such as the metal spiral staircase, flat roof deck and 

parapet, the accessory structure is incompatible with the principal structure in style and design. 

Guideline 4 for Outbuildings reads, “The design of new outbuildings must be complementary to 

the existing streetscape if they are visible from the public right-of-way.” Staff feel that the 

proposed accessory structure will be partially visible from the public right-of-way on Truman 

Avenue. The proposed design is out of character for the context, and therefore would not be 

complementary to the existing streetscape.  

Area where proposed accessory 

structure would be located  
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1926 Sanborn Map indicating Truman Avenue.  

 



1948 Sanborn Map indicating Truman Avenue.  

 

 



1962 Sanborn Map indicating Truman Avenue.  
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Historic photo of 210 Truman Avenue from 1965. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:30 p.m., February 25, 2020 at City 

Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 

 

NEW ONE-STORY ACCESSORY STRUCTUREWITH 

GREEN ROOF AND SPIRAL STAIRCASE. 
 

#210 TRUMAN AVENUE 

Applicant – Richard Dostal    Application #H2020-0006 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 

office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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