Historic Architectural Review Commission
Staff Report for Item 8

To: Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review Commission
Members
From: Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP

Historic Preservation Planner

Meeting Date: August 25, 2020

Applicant: City of Key West / Bender & Associates
Application Number: H2020-0023

Address: 1 Mallory Square

Description of Work:
Removal of non-historic elements from West Cable Hut.

Site Facts:

The history of Mallory Square Cable Huts dates to the 1920-1930’s as they served as storage tanks
for the cables used for telephone that connected Key West with Cuba. The American Telephone
and Telegraph Company, currently known as AT&T, build the first Cable Hut, the easternmost
one, in 1921. The cylindrical structure’s lower portions are submerged into the sea water. Due to
new emerged technology and demands the westernmost Cable Hut was built in 1930 with the same
utilitarian use as the first one, and to support a new six/channel telephone cable that was submerged
that same year.

The two cable huts were built as part of the efforts to expand the existing communications systems
of the time. For such endeavor, Key West was the connecting point between the mainland and
Cuba. Due to the almost one-mile depth of the seawater between the two islands, only gutta-percha
cables were available as the most efficient communication cables. These cables needed to be under
water at all time. The tanks not only were integral part during the submerging process but also,
provided the necessary environment to protect the cables when in storage. Historic documents
reveal the need to construct the second cable hut closer to the shore due to the large demand on
communications; more cables created more service. After the Second World War, the



communication technology advanced and at the end of the 1940’s, underwater cables were
upgraded with underwater vacuum tubes cables, which were able to resist the pressure of the deep
waters between Key West and Cuba.

The southernmost cable is larger in diameter than the oldest one. Both structures were built with
reinforced concrete. Wooden columns are positioned around the circular wall and serve as
structural elements to the flat roof that has a mansard form extended over the upper portions of the
external wall. Iron beams and wooden members were used as structural components of the roof.
The mansard roof has wooden slats in the exterior that covers wooden louvers that crowns the
upper portion of the circular structures. The westernmost structure maintains an old winch on its
roof while the easternmost Cable Hut has a non-historic metal tripod with some historic pulling
elements. Access to the interior of the structures was done through the roof, as historic photographs
depict roof hatches; which makes us conclude that current wall openings are alterations to the
fabric. The circular form of both structures responds to the way the cables needed to be stored and
removed from the structures and their heights possible was determined by the height of vessels
deck height.

Both Cable Huts are owned by the City. The easternmost Cable Hut has been used by the tenant
of the Aquarium as a storage. The westernmost Cable Hut was used as a kitchen for a restaurant
that was built around 1999 and obscured the historic Cable Hut. Remnants of the non-historic
restaurant were declared unsafe by the Chief Building Official and demolished.

Both structures have concrete spalling and deteriorated elements that need repair. Portions of the
roof of the westernmost Cable Hut has collapsed and kitchen equipment was recently removed
from the interior of the structure, including an exhaust fan. Due to hurricane season, non-historic
loose v-crimp and decayed wooden elements of the mansard roof has been removed from the
westernmost structure. All current open fenestrations in both Cable Huts are not historic. The
historic winch that used to be located at the westernmost Cable Hut has been removed from its
decayed roof and has been placed in the city shop and will be re installed. Today both historic
structures are the only reminiscence of a once significant technology that put Key West in the
Nation’s spotlight.

Ordinance Cited on Review:
e Sections 102-217 (3), required public meetings and staff and Sec. 102-218 (a) and (b) of
the Land Development Regulations.

Staff Analysis:

A Certificate of Appropriateness is under review for the stabilization and removal of non-historic
elements of the historic Cable Huts. The plans propose the removal of deteriorated wood elements
found in the roof as well as non-historic infill to the upper portion of the wall of the westernmost
Cable Hut. Although the Cable Huts are historic, the elements in question are part of alterations
done to the westernmost structure in the 1990’s. Due to the rotted and loose conditions of the
westernmost mansard roof, and been in hurricane season, staff approved the removal of the
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mansard roof components which where covered with metal 5 v-crimp. Non-historic doors,
including a roll up units will also be removed. The historic form of the structures will not be altered
with this request. The Historic Architectural Review Commission shall not issue a certificate of
appropriateness that would result in:

1)

)

(3)

(4)

Removing buildings or structures that are important in defining the overall
historic character of a district or neighborhood so that the character is
diminished;

It is staff’s opinion that the removal of the non- historic elements will not
jeopardize the historic character of the Cable Huts or the neighborhood. By the
contrary, the removal of inappropriate non-historic elements added to historic
structures is beneficial to their preservation.

Removing historic buildings or structures and thus destroying the historic
relationship between buildings or structures and open space;

The elements to be removed are not historic and their removal will contribute to
the preservation of the structures and their historic character and setting.

Removing an historic building or structure in a complex; or removing a building
facade; or removing a significant later addition that is important in defining the
historic character of a site or the surrounding district or neighborhood.

The elements in question were installed as inappropriate additions to the Cable
Huts and their removal will allow the preservation of the structures and their
historic site. The Cable Huts are unique structures that must be conserved.

Removing buildings or structures that would otherwise qualify as contributing, as
set forth in_section 102-62(3).

It is staff’s opinion that the non-historic elements in question will not qualify as a
contributing elements to the Cable Huts or their site in a near future.

It is staft’s opinion that the Commission shall consider the request for demolition as it is consistent
with cited regulations stipulated under the Land Development Regulations. Both historic Cable
Huts need maintenance and stabilization, and this must be achieved promptly. If approved this will
be the only required reading for demolition.
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PROJECT PHOTOS




Key West’s Waterfront circa 1922. Easternmost Cable Hut. Monroe Counnty Library.



Circa 1922 Monroe County Library.



Aerial view circa 1950. Monroe County Library.



Aerial view circa 1958. Monroe County Library.



Aerial view circa 1960. Monroe County Library.



Circa 1961. Monroe County Library.



Cable Huts circa 1961. Monroe County Library.



Aerial view circa 1980. Monroe County Library.




Westernmost Cable Hut 1984. Monroe County Library.


















General view of both Cable Huts from Mallory Square.



Photograph of easternmost Cable Hut from Mallory Square.



Photograph of westernmost Cable Hut from Mallory Square.



Photograph of westernmost Cable Hut from Mallory Square. Towards the
left the easternmost Cable Hut.



Westernmost Cable Hut photograph facing east.



Rear of both Cable Huts. Notice spalling on the easternmost Cable Hut.



PROPOSED DESIGN























































NOTICING




The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a virtual meeting at 5:00 p.m., August 25. 2020. In order
to view the live feed of the meeting, you can tune in to Comcast channel 77, AT&T Uverse channel 99, or type this link
into your browser: http://keywestcity.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=1&embed=1

The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for:

STABILIZATION AND MAINTENANCE OF EAST AND WEST
HISTORIC CABLE HUTS. REMOVAL OF NON-HISTORIC

ELEMENTS FROM WEST CABLE HUT.
#1 MALLORY SQUARE

Applicant — Bender & Associates / City of Key West Application #H2020-0023

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may contact the Planning Department during regular
office hours at 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.citvofkevwest-fl.gov.
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL. HARC FINAL DETERMINATION

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format.


http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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Monroe County, FL

Disclaimer

The Monroe County Property Appraiser's office maintains data on property within the County solely for the purpose of
fulfilling its responsibility to secure a just valuation for ad valorem tax purposes of all property within the County. The
Monroe County Property Appraiser's office cannot guarantee its accuracy for any other purpose. Likewise, data
provided regarding one tax year may not be applicable in prior or subsequent years. By requesting such data you

hereby understand and agree that the data is intended for ad valorem tax purposes only and should not be relied on for
any other purpose.

By continuing into this site you assert that you have read and agree to the above statement.

Summary
Parcel ID 00072082-003700
Account# 8801131
Property ID 8801131
Millage Group 10KW

Location Address PT OF MALL VACANT LAND, KEY WEST
Legal Description (TROPICAL SHELL AND GIFT INC LEASE DATED 2/20/85) G64-274/275
(Note: Not to be used on legal documents.)

Neighborhood 32020

Property Class RESTAURANT (2100)
Subdivision

Sec/Twp/Rng 06/68/25

Affordable Housing No

Owner
CITY OF KEY WEST
PO Box 1409
Key West FL 33041
Valuation
2019 2018 2017 2016
+ Market Improvement Value $41,143 $41,602 $41,602 $45,337
+ Market Misc Value $4,418 $4,464 $4,510 $4,775
+ Market Land Value $1,962,359 $2,070,188 $2,070,188 $2,065,691
= Just Market Value $2,007,920 $2,116,254 $2,116,300 $2,115,803
= Total Assessed Value $2,007,920 $2,116,254 $2,116,300 $2,115,803
- School Exempt Value $0 $0 $0 $0
= School Taxable Value $2,007,920 $2,116,254 $2,116,300 $2,115,803
Land
Land Use Number of Units Unit Type Frontage Depth
COMMERCIAL WATERFRON (100W) 2,038.00 Square Foot 0 0
COMMERCIAL DRY (100D) 774.00 Square Foot 0 0

Commercial Buildings

Style VACANT COMM/ 10C
Gross Sq Ft 625

Finished Sq Ft 625

Perimiter 0

Stories 1

Interior Walls

Exterior Walls REIN CONCRETE
Quality 350()

Roof Type

Roof Material

Exterior Wall1 REIN CONCRETE
Exterior Wall2

Foundation

Interior Finish
Ground Floor Area

Floor Cover

Full Bathrooms 1
Half Bathrooms 1
Heating Type

Year Built 1950

Year Remodeled

https://gpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?ApplD=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypelD=4&PagelD=7635&KeyValue=00072082-003700 1/4


https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=920450702&KeyValue=00072082-003700
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=920450702&KeyValue=00072082-003700
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=381807057&KeyValue=00072082-003700
javascript:__doPostBack('ctlBodyPane$ctl02$ctl01$lstDeed$ctl00$lblDeedName$lnkSearch','')
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=30435166&KeyValue=00072082-003700
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=1571491022&KeyValue=00072082-003700
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Effective Year Built 1992

Condition
Code

FLA
TOTAL

Yard Items

Description

Permits

Number
0102798
0103146
9999999
9903522
9903174
9903174
9802425
9600712

Description
FLOOR LIV AREA

Date Issued
9/17/2001
9/14/2001
11/5/1999
10/29/1999
10/25/1999
9/16/1999
8/10/1998
2/1/1996

View Tax Info

View Taxes for this Parcel

Sketches (click to enlarge)

gPublic.net - Monroe County, FL - Report: 00072082-003700

Sketch Area Finished Area Perimeter
625 625 0
625 625 0
Year Built Roll Year
1949 1950
1999 2000
1999 2000
Date Completed & Amount %
12/4/2001 $6,000
12/4/2001 $4,850
11/5/1999 $1
12/21/1999 $3,800
12/21/1999 $3,000
12/21/1999 $3,000
12/21/1999 $2,800
8/1/1996 $2,000

Quantity
1
1
1

a

Permit Type &

Units Grade

660 1
216 1
560 2

Notes +

NEW ELECTRICAL/200 AMP

NEW COUNTER

REMODEL TO RESTAURANT

DECK

INSTALL 10 NEW FIXTURES

REMODELING

FENCE

ELECTRIC PERMIT

https://gpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?ApplD=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypelD=4&PagelD=7635&KeyValue=00072082-003700
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https://monroe.county-taxes.com/public/search?search_query=8801131&category=all
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=1990647059&KeyValue=00072082-003700
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=1990647059&KeyValue=00072082-003700
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=1639275168&KeyValue=00072082-003700
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=1639275168&KeyValue=00072082-003700
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Photos
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https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=1032847377&KeyValue=00072082-003700
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=1032847377&KeyValue=00072082-003700
https://www.schneidergis.com/privacypolicy
https://www.schneidergis.com/gdprprivacynotice
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/LastUpdated.aspx?BaseDoc=MonroeCountyFL&AppID=605
http://schneidergis.com/

8/20/2020

gPublic.net - Monroe County, FL - Report: 00072082-001100

Monroe County, FL

Disclaimer

The Monroe County Property Appraiser's office maintains data on property within the County solely for the purpose of
fulfilling its responsibility to secure a just valuation for ad valorem tax purposes of all property within the County. The
Monroe County Property Appraiser's office cannot guarantee its accuracy for any other purpose. Likewise, data
provided regarding one tax year may not be applicable in prior or subsequent years. Byrequeshngsuchdatayou

hereby understand and agree that the data is intended for ad valorem tax purposes only and should not be relied on for

any other purpose.

By continuing into this site you assert that you have read and agree to the above statement.

Summary
Parcel ID 00072082-001100
Account# 8757778
Property ID 8757778
Millage Group 10KW

Location Address WALL St, KEY WEST

Legal Description (F/K/AISLAND ADVENTURES OF KEY WEST LEASE) EXPIRED 1/31/95 G64-274/275

(Note: Not to be used on legal documents.)

Neighborhood 32020
Property Class MUNICIPAL (89
Subdivision

Sec/Twp/Rng 06/68/25
Affordable Housing No

Owner

CITY OF KEY WEST
PO BOX 1409
KEY WEST FL 33041

Valuation

Market Improvement Value
Market Misc Value

Market Land Value

Just Market Value

Total Assessed Value

o+ o+ o+

- School Exempt Value
= School Taxable Value

Land

Land Use
COMMERCIAL WATERFRON (100W)

Yard Items
Description

Permits
Number Date Issued
04-3668 11/29/2004
04-3507 11/10/2004
9800138 1/14/1998
9704298 12/22/1997

View Tax Info

View Taxes for this Parcel

Sketches (click to enlarge)

00)

Year Built
1979
1985
1987
1987

2019
$85,890
$32,967

$1,753,318
$1,872,175
$1,872,175
($1,872,175)
$0

Number of Units

2,992.00
Roll Year
1980
1986
1988
1988
Date Completed Amount *
$23,995
$2,000
12/21/1999 $5,000
12/21/1999 $1,000

2018
$85,890
$32,967

$1,753,318
$1,872,175
$1,872,175
($1,872,175)
$0

Unit Type
Square Foot

Quantity

1

1
1
1

Permit Type *

2017
$85,890
$32,967

$1,753,318
$1,872,175
$1,872,175
($1,872,175)
$0

Frontage
47

Units
448
672
1688
625

2016
$85,890
$32,967

$1,753,318
$1,872,175
$1,872,175
($1,872,175)
$0

Depth
58

Grade

W N -

Notes &

FENCE, GATES
DEDUCT METER
ELECTRICAL
GUTTERS

https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?ApplD=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypelD=4&PagelD=7635&KeyValue=00072082-001100#
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https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/
https://monroe.county-taxes.com/public/search?search_query=8757778&category=all
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https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=605&LayerID=9946&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7635&Q=1810636561&KeyValue=00072082-001100
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Map

No data available for the following modules: Buildings, Commercial Buildings, Mobile Home Buildings, Exemptions, Sales, Photos, TRIM Notice.
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